When
becoming a geologist was no longer possi-
ble due to her poor matric results, she was
forced to make tough decisions. She went
to find employment as a general worker on
a farm in Mpumalanga. After completing
her Grade 12 studies, Mahlalela (32) found
work at a large-scale pig production busi-
ness in Middleburg, Mpumalanga, where
she worked for five years, learning every-
thing she could about priggery. Growing up
in a farming community often means limit-
ed opportunities for young people, and
farmworkers are at a particular disadvan-
tage due to the circumstances under which
they work, including low wages and no
prospects for growth.

However, Mahlalela defied the odds and is
one of a few exceptions, who became a
successful farmer. She credits the experi-
ence she gained while working as a farm
worker and as an apprentice at the
Kanhym Estates Piggery Business, for the
development of her skills and love for pig
farming. Mahlalela founded, Legend Pig-
gery in 2010, after obtaining a Diploma in
Animal Production from Mangosuthu Uni-
versity of Technology in KwaZulu-Natal.
She ventured into farming with baby-steps,
first operating on a leased 0.5-hectare plot,
with only three pregnant pigs, which she
later increased to 271 pigs.

The drive to succeed led Mahlalela to
apply to the Department of Agriculture,
Land Reform and Rural Development
(DALRRD) for additional land, to expand
her operations.
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Her application
was granted a 30
ares of arable land
leased farm includes 10 hect&
trees planted by previous
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business and fishing.
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prize money of R300,000 to further bolster

her business. Despite setbacks, including
swine flu and the'€orona Virus |

her business is growing.f

strength and her ,!l: ot
to an Abattoir in Bror "khors
toria-based market} are
business is also.a
purchases. Lege

try, thereby realiS$ing® i
aligned with the mandate of I

o[l

SAFE

VACCINATE TO SAVE SOUTH AFRICA

TOGETHER WE CAN BEAT CORONAVIRUS



